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NATIVE LANDSCAPE CARE 
Manage Water Where it Falls

	Wisconsin Native Plant Sources and Restoration Consultants 
 http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/shorelandzoning/documents/nativeplants.pdf 

	Freshcoast740: Native Landscaping 
 www.freshcoast740.com/Learn/Native-Landscaping 

	EPA: Wisconsin Natural Landscaping Resource List 
 www.epa.gov/greenacres/nativeplants/wi-resor.pdf

	Native Plant Nurseries 
 http://dnr.wi.gov/files/pdf/pubs/er/er0698.pdf
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CONTACT US
WEB   www.freshcoast740.com/Learn/Native-Landscaping

EMAIL  freshcoast740@mmsd.com

PHONE  (414) 225-2151

�������������� Divide overcrowded vegetation

������� Watch for and remove weeds
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MAINTENANCE Native landscaping does not require fertilizer 
because it is adapted to the local climate

REFERENCES



	 	Before you plant, call Digger’s Hotline (811 OR 1-800-242-8511) 

	 	Consider routing your downspout and sump pump discharge to your  
  native landscape

	 	After you plant, you can trim back the plants in the spring or fall;  
  just make sure not to pull plants’ roots out

	 	Select plants that have a well-established root system

Native landscaping uses colorful native plants, ornamentals, or a combination of the 
two to grow a prairie in your yard.  Native plants have deep growing root systems 
that help break up soil, allowing more water to drain into the ground.  They also help 
promote a healthy and vibrant natural landscape with habitat for local birds, bees, 
and butterflies. Many improved varieties and hybrids of native species are available 
to offer characteristics like ease of care, color variation, and extensive blooming.  
Also consider using native trees, shrubs, flowers and grasses. Please consult with 
your municipality to determine if native landscaping is allowed and if there are any 
associated notification or review/approval requirements.

	 	Place the plants in holes one foot apart

 	Dig each hole twice as wide as the plant’s roots and deep enough to   
  keep the plant even with the existing grade

	 	Give the plants a “good soaking” of water until the plants are  
  established (unless it rains)

	 	Once the plants are established you shouldn’t have to water regularly

SOD CUTTER

	 	A sod cutter is the fastest way to remove a lawn. Cut it into  
  strips, roll it up, and either remove the strips or flip them over 
  to compost in place.  For smaller lawns, use a shovel for the  
  same process

SOLARIZATION

	 	During warm weather (summer), place a sheet of black 
  plastic over the area of lawn you want removed and place  
  rocks on the edges. The grass should die in one to two months.  
  Once the grass is dead, turn up the soil and break up clumps using a hoe 

SHEET COMPOSTING

	 	Cut the grass as short as possible.  Cover the entire area with cardboard  
  or newspaper (10-12 layers). Water the cardboard or paper, cover with a  
  layer of compost, then mulch at least 4 inches thick.  You can scatter grass 
  and/or wild flower seeds in the compost if you’re looking for a ‘meadow’   
  (before you apply the mulch).  This method adds organic matter to soil,  
  requires minimal labor, and does not require removal and disposal of turf.  
  This process takes a fairly long time and is not practical on steep slopes

CALL LANDSCAPE COMPANY

	  Don’t feel up to the task? Call your local landscape company or garden center

LAWN REMOVAL TIPS Need to get rid of your mowed lawn 
first?  Here’s how:

	 	Consider converting part or all areas of your lawn to native plants

	 	Add ornamental plants to your existing landscape

A sod cutter is the fastest way to remove a lawn. Cut it into 
trips, roll it up, and either remove the strips or flip them over
o compost in place.  For smaller lawns, use a shovel for the 

During warm weather (summer), place a sheet of black
lastic over the area of lawn you want removed and place 
ocks on the edges. The grass should die in one to two months. 
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INSTALLATION It’s simple to install.

HOW TO INCORPORATE NATIVE LANDSCAPING

TIPS

TIRED OF A YARD
DOMINATED BY LAWN?
If you’re not into competing with the local golf course for the best lawn, then 
native landscaping might be for you. Native landscaping helps manage water 
where it falls by draining more water into the ground naturally, reducing 
the risk of water pollution, basement backups and sewer overflows.  Native 
landscaping also improves groundwater recharge and promotes healthier 
living and air quality. This is particularly important in our urban landscapes.




